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Early influences 

• His father, George Carr Shaw, was a minor official in the 
Dublin Law Courts till he retired. 

• He attempted to start a corn business which failed. 
• He can only be counted as an influence in his absence than 

his presence – 1) his inability to provide for his family and 
2) his perverse sense of humour as he laughed hysterically 
when he found that he had been cheated out of all his 
money in the corn business. 

• The first resulted in the realisation that he had to fend for 
himself and that perhaps culminated in his in intellectual 
independence of thought and radical perspective on issues. 

• The second enabled him to coat the bitter pill of ideas with 
the sweetness of humour.  



• His mother and two sisters left Dublin for London.  

• His mother had a remarkably good singing voice 
and she supported herself and her daughters by 
giving music lessons and singing at concerts. 

• Shaw’s mother did not really mother him but he 
learnt from her his love for music and heard with 
the inner ear of a musician the words that he set 
down to be spoken by the actors. It is for this 
reason that the many very long speeches in 
Shaw’s plays are able to hold our attention. 



And later 

• He attended a lecture by economist Henry 
George, author of ‘Progress and Poverty’.  

• The lecture converted him to Socialism. 

• He joined the Fabian Society. The Fabians 
wanted to bring about a gradual evolutionary 
change, not a sudden and violent 
revolutionary one, from Capitalism to 
Socialism. 



His Works 

• His first play, after five unsuccessful novels, 
was ‘Widowers’ Houses’ (1892). 

• This play dealt with the evils of London slums 
in which, at that time, many filthy decaying 
houses were owned by landlords who lived at 
ease elsewhere on the rents squeezed from 
poor and wretched tenents.  



• Plays about social evils were new in English theatres and he 
remained unpopular for many years as he wrote other plays about 
human problems: 

• ‘Mrs.Warren’s Profession’ about prostitution 
• ‘Arms and the Man’ about war 
• ‘The Devil’s Disciple’ about religious intolerance 
• ‘Captain Brassbound’s Conversion’ about revenge  
• ‘Man and Superman’ is full of ideas that were then new and 

startling 
• ‘Saint Joan’ he treated both as a heroine of history and a 

revolutionary 
• ‘Back to Methuselah’ (1922), ‘Apple Cart’ (1929)  
  


